
Aims
• To develop and deepen children and young people’s knowledge and understanding of identity/ies, 

diversity, equality and community. 
• To develop skills of enquiry, critical thinking, reflection and communication.
• To develop trust, empathy, awareness and respect. 
• To provide opportunities for children and young people to meet, build relationships, work together 

and contribute to the wider community. 
• To provide opportunities for adults who work with children and young people to share good 

practice, increase understanding of the issues of identity and community in their districts and to 
broaden perspectives. 

 
Philosophy
The Linking Network takes as its starting point the need for us all to develop the skills of dialogue, to 
be able to communicate across real or perceived boundaries and to develop a vocabulary of shared 
humanity.
 
The Linking Network supports schools to design programmes of work for their curriculum which allow 
everyone to develop a sense of connection, and therefore to become more actively engaged in the world.
 
We use four key questions to structure the Linking work:

Who am I? Who are we? Where do we live? 
and How do we all live together? 

 
Principles
Successful linking work can be based on the following principles: 

• Equitable benefits for all partners
• Safe but challenging processes
• Meaningful encounters including enjoyment and thought-provoking work
• Creative approaches to learning
• Time and space for reflection between encounters
• Recognition and respect for diversity
• Continuing professional development (CPD) for staff
• Institutional support and sustainable programmes

Why School Linking?
The programme helps:

• Foster understanding of Identity, Diversity, Community, Equality 
• Support Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development of pupils 
• Promote achievement 
• Develop social skills
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Evidence Of Impact Of Linking
Evaluations of TLN Linking show that the linking model can achieve powerful impact where pupils gain:

• Increased respect for others, self-confidence, self-efficacy
• Increased knowledge and understanding of complex issues and willingness to voice opinions and 

listen to others
Evaluation of the Schools Linking Network: Final Report, NFER, March 2011

“The school has a well-established link with a local inner city school, which enables them to meet 
frequently with pupils from a minority ethnic background who have a different faith to their own. Pupils’ 
own reflections on this link demonstrate the power of this partnership.” 

Ofsted, Bradford Primary School,
  

The Linking Process
1. Linking teachers meet for CPD to plan the first half year of their link and to understand the current 

context of Linking.
2. Children do work in class which is exchanged with the link class.
3. Classes reflect with their teacher on the process of meeting others using the four key questions.
4. Classes meet, usually at a neutral venue for a carefully planned fun collaborative day.
5. Classes reflect with their teacher on how they are feeling about Linking and the four key questions.
6. Further exchange of work and communication takes place between classes (video calls/emails/

letters).
7. Teachers meet for CPD to plan visits to each other’s schools.
8. Work on the four key questions is carried out in class and exchanged maintaining the connection 

between the linked students.
9. Class visits take place which are carefully planned and age appropriate to be fun and 

collaborative.
10. Possible celebration event is planned to draw families into the link.
11. Final communication between the children to conclude the year.

The programme is a framework and an opportunity to explore identity, diversity, community and equality.
Resources and guidance are available on our website: www.thelinkingnetwork.org.uk 
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