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The places in us 

Short individual activity that gets learners to think about the places that are important to them. 

Contributes to their understanding of multiple identities. 

KS2 | 60 Mins | Individual 

 

 

KEY QUESTION: How are we connected to the world around us? 

 

 

Background 

 

Many of us do not realise that we live in an interconnected world and are linked to 

many places across the world all the time. This activity enables learners to become 

more aware of all the places that are close, through a link or relationship. 

 

  

 

Activity 

 

1. Give each learner a sheet of A4 or A3 paper, and either prepare, or ask them to draw three 

concentric circles (sitting inside each other), to represent the world at different scales. 

 

2. Next show learners how to add sentences, phrases and pictures to the chart, to show the links 

that they have to other places, local, national and global. 

 

3. There may be quite a few links that learners think of straight away, and they can spend time 

working individually, then share ideas with each other. Make clear that each learners' chart will be 

different, as the different places that we have inside us, or that we are connected to, rely on our 

identity, and who we are. 

 

4. Encourage them to think about the links that they might not have thought about. Here are some 

ideas: 

 Clothes we wear (labels often say where clothing is made)  

 Food we eat (where it comes from)  

 Makes of cars we know or like (e.g. Toyota from Japan)  

 TV programmes we watch  

 Places petrol or diesel comes from for cars and buses that we might use  

 Connections with family or friends you know in other places  

 Any places If you have lived or visited or had a passport/residency  
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 Extension Activity 

An extra layer of thinking can be added by also including opinions and impressions about places 

on the charts. 

 

Next to one comment in each of the areas, add “and I think…” including your preconceptions 

about the place. 

 

The next step is up to each individual teacher: Learners could then share first ideas, they could do 

some research, and it might be appropriate for the teacher to introduce some alternative 

perspectives on the places into the classroom. 

 

For example, if a learner's image of Bangladesh, where their school shirt may have been made, is of 

poor farmers, then a Google Image Search showing images of the capital, Dhaka, may challenge 

their perception. Equally, a search for farmers in Bangladesh may reinforce it, so this must be 

handled carefully. 

 

mailto:info@thelinkingnetwork.org.uk
http://www.thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/

