
This resource is part 2 of a series of 6 sessions created to support  
phase 1 of the schools linking programme which will enable pupils to learn 

about identity, diversity, community and equality. 

1) Introducing Linking
2) Together Poem
3) Incredible Me, Incredible You
4) Games
5) Curiosity Questions
6) Shared Experience

The purpose of this lesson is to develop dialogue and explore ideas about 
how we all live together using the P4C (Philosophy for Children) structure 
which encourages thoughtfulness, confidence to share ideas and respect  

for differing opinions.   This lesson helps answer The Linking Network 
question – How do we all live together? 

See https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-2021/lesson-2-
together-poem-p4c/ for supporting resources.
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Note for teachers on Philosophy for 
Children (P4C)  

The structure of P4C creates a process that encourages 
thoughtfulness, confidence to articulate ideas, the valuing of the 
contributions of others and respect for differing opinions. Children 
work together as a ‘community of enquiry’ to explore an important 
question that they have chosen in response to a shared stimulus – in 
this lesson, the poem ‘Together’ by Matt Goodfellow. They follow 
agreed ground rules, listen, put forward views, give reasons and 
examples, reflect and make judgements using higher order critical, 
creative, caring and collaborative thinking skills. P4C is highly valued 
by children and teachers alike and recent research evidence found 
that Year 4 and 5 pupils doing Philosophy for Children made about 
two months’ additional progress in Key Stage 2 maths and reading 
compared with other pupils. 
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Community of Philosophical Enquiry

caring & 
collaborative

important and 
contestable ideas

critical & 
creative thinking

through dialogue 
(speaking & listening)



Aims:

Pupils will:

• Experience philosophy for children (P4C)

• Develop their own ’ground rules’ for a group enquiry

• Share their own ideas

• Explore an important question that they have chosen in 
response to a poem about togetherness

• Work together as a community of enquiry

• Practise the ‘4 C’s of Critical, Creative, Caring and 
Collaborative thinking

• Review their own learning and progress



Together by Matt Goodfellow – P4C Question Plan for teachers

In P4C questions are created to discuss.
This list of questions might be useful for a facilitator to ask during an enquiry to push children’s thinking 
further. Ideally the facilitator should prepare an enquiry with their own questions based on the concepts in the 
philosophical question generated and chosen by the children. The questions are for guidance only and should be 
used only if they would help children with their enquiry, and only after listening carefully to what the children 
are saying (rather than randomly popping them in). It is usually more powerful if the children can challenge each 
other’s thinking, so careful consideration needs to be given before asking such questions as a facilitator†.

Questions about the theme of being/doing things together
- What does it feel like when we are working well ‘together’ with people? What are the benefits of working together?
- What is the difference between sitting together and working and actually working together (even if you are not 

sitting together)?
- Can you be ‘together’ when you are apart? 
- What are the ingredients of ‘Togetherness’?  
- What are the minimum things you need to be, or to do, (or not do) to be together?
- Is it always good to work together?   Are there any things that it might be better to do alone?
- Why don’t people always work well together? 
- Why is sometimes easy to work well together and sometimes not so easy? 
- Is it better to work together with people who have something in common with you?
- How do you know if people have something in common with you?
- What does it mean to ‘belong’?  
- Do you have to be together to belong?  Do you have to belong to be together?
- Is it possible not to belong at all?
- Why do groups of people sometimes leave other people out? 
Questions on other themes from the poem
- Is it ok to make mistakes? Are some mistakes not ok?    How do we face the things we fear? 
- Does everyone celebrate the same way?    What is ‘the journey’? Is it ever finished?
- What things should we celebrate?    What did we learn about being apart when we had to ‘stay at home’?
- How do we improve?    Is enjoyment the same for us all?   Do we always share good things? 

These questions are available as a sheet  at https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-2021/lesson-2-
together-poem-p4c/ )

https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-2021/lesson-2-together-poem-p4c/


L.O. To explore ideas 
in the poem, 
‘Together’. 

We are going to hold a P4C enquiry (Philosophy for 
Children) using ‘Together’, a poem by Matt 

Goodfellow.   



1.Warm-up: Which ones go together?



How can we put these sweets together 
in groups? 

(Draw a line around each group or drag and drop each sweet to move it on a screen)

Are there any other ways they could be grouped?



Concept exercises
Sort these activities into the Venn diagram below and then think of 
some more to add.

I do on my own I do with someone else

Both

Celebrate

Write 
a poem

Play a 
game

Eat 
foodWash 

my face

Make 
mistakes

Belong

Face 
fear



What does the 
word ‘together’ 
mean to you?



Together

Jointly

Cooperatively

With another 
person

Equally

Mutually 

Simultaneously 

Communally



Philosophy for Children 
In the warm-up, there were different answers but 
everyone shared their thoughts and gave reasons for 
their responses and we discussed the question 
together. 

This is what Philosophy for Children is all about!

To start off, we will be coming up with some rules 
together to help us all get the most out of the 
session. Then we will use something to start our 
discussions – this is called a stimulus. 
We will think about some questions and then decide 
which one we’d like to discuss further. Here are the 
steps of P4C:



P4C Steps
4.INVITING 
QUESTIONS

3.THINKING TIME               
SHARE KEY WORDS 

7.REVIEW

6.DISCUSSION: 
FIRST, MIDDLE, LAST 
WORDS 

5.AIR AND 
CHOOSE  
QUESTIONS

1.WARM UP 
AND  

GROUND 
RULES

2.STIMULUS



Groundrules for Talk

Let’s think 
about some 
guidelines that 
will help our 
discussions be 
positive and 
meaningful. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.



This is Matt Goodfellow. Matt 
is a poet who has written the 
poem ‘Together’. 
On the next slide he will read it 
for all of us who are Linking.



2. STIMULUS



Together by Matt Goodfellow

together we join to celebrate

together we clap and cheer

together we watch 
improvements

and face the things we fear

together we grow and develop

together we all belong

together we make mistakes

and learn about right and 
wrong

together we praise the gentle

the kind, the strong, the brave

together we share 
achievement

in a thousand different ways

together we’ll finish the 
journey

wherever it started from

together we are tomorrow

together we are one



3. Thinking Time

Take a little thinking time on your own.

What does the poem make you think of?

What words do you think of?



4a.Key Words

Think again about the 
poem and the 
activities we’ve just 
done. Can you think 
of a key word or big 
idea?



4b.Inviting Questions

Our first question is …

Which leads us to think …

Which makes us wonder …

Nick Chandley 2014



4c.Let’s show our questions

Question 1:

Question 6:

Question 2:

Question 3:

Question 4:

Question 5:



5. Choose a question

Now you are going to vote for the questions 
that you would like to spend more time 
discussing. 

You are allowed to vote for as many questions 
as you wish but it is best to just vote for the 
ones that you think would be really 
interesting to discuss.



6a. First Words

What are your first thoughts in response to 
the chosen question?



6b.Discussion
Here are some sentence stems you might like to try… 

I wonder if…

I would like to suggest…

Building on from what ……… was saying, I would like to add 

………………

I understand what ………… is saying, however I 

think……………………

I have an example….

I agree with… I disagree with….



6c. Last words
What are your final thoughts about the 
question now?



7. Review: 2 stars and a wish

Write down two stars:  

two things that you think went well about the 
enquiry

And one wish: something that could be 
improved for next time.



Family Engagement

Poetry at Home - Listen to the ‘Together’ 
Poem by Matt Goodfellow

Talk at home: 
What 3 things do 
we like to do 
together?



See more at https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-
2021/

Find out more about P4C at https://www.sapere.org.uk

Please get in touch if we can help 
info@thelinkingnetwork.org.uk 

Or join our Teacher Facebook group for more resources and ideas or to 
ask a question. 

@Linking_Network
#schoolslinking

@LinkingNetworkFamilyLearning
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Warm-up: Which is the odd 
one out?


