
 

Learning Objectives Teaching and Learning Activities 

L.O. To explore the ideas in the poem Together  Warm Up: A quick warm-up activity is important for bringing children into the space and promoting talking and listening. Show children 
the PPT slide which shows sweets of different colours, sizes, shapes. Give 30 seconds ‘thinking time’ for children to consider how they 
might group the sweets together. Ask children to feedback their suggestions, each different idea can be shown to the class by dragging 
the sweets on the slide. Ask children to give reasons why they have chosen to group the sweets as they have. (Thinking of reasons 
develops Critical thinking, one of the 4 ‘C’s behind P4C.) 
Extra: You could ask: ’If the sweets were real and you could taste them, would there any other ways in which you could group them?’ 
Draw out the idea that, like the sweets, each of us has different ways in which we have something in common with others and many of 
the things cannot be seen (you could give the example of liking the same films or books).  
Extra: Sorting There is a Venn Diagram activity on the PPT sorting things we do together and things we do apart to help with vocabulary.  
 
Read the ‘Introducing Philosophy for Children and P4C Steps’ slides together if it is new to your class - explain this a way of talking 
together about big ideas.  
 
Ground rules for Talk: Take thoughts from the children to create some ‘Ground rules’ for talk as a class. (Useful ideas include helping 
children understand that it’s OK to change your mind. Speak for yourself and say I think, not everyone thinks. Only share what you want 
to share. Be respectful and listen to everyone. Be curious and interested in everyone’s ideas.) 
 
Stimulus – Together Poem: Watch the video on the PPT of Matt Goodfellow reading his poem ‘Together’ 
https://vimeo.com/439233026. Thank you to Matt for permission to share. The poem is from an anthology ‘The Same Inside’.  Watch 
the video a couple of times then read the words on the PPT. If possible, give out paper copies of the poem so that children can watch 
the video again whilst they have the words in front of them.  
 
Thinking time: Explain that the great thing is that just as when we sorted the sweets earlier there were different ways to sort them, 
people will think of lots of different creative ideas. Give children a couple of minutes to read the poem again to themselves and reflect 
on it. Ask children to write down on a whiteboard or post it ‘key words’ or ‘big ideas’ that come to mind after hearing the poem. 
(Creative thinking is one of the important 4 ‘Cs’ of P4C - coming up with ideas and questions in response to a stimulus is creative 
thinking in action.) 
 
Key words: Invite children to share their key words/big ideas. Record these so that they are visible to everyone to help them when they 
create questions. 
 
Inviting questions: Pupils work in pairs to come up with a question. Sentence starters on the PPT slide include ‘Our first question is 
…Which makes us wonder …’ (Caring thinking is one of the 4 ‘C’s of P4C – caring thinking is about caring for others in the room and 
how we speak and also caring about the ideas and question they are discussing.) 
You need to reduce the number of questions to a manageable number (around 7) for airing and voting. Ways to reduce can be: 
- Think, Pair, Square: Children each come up with one question on their own. They then get into a pair and have one minute to choose 
one of the two individual questions to take forward as a pair. Each pair then gets into a four and have one minute to choose one of the 
two questions from each of the pairs to take forward as a four (or square). The chosen questions from the class can go forward for 
airing and voting. Mixed ability pairings or adult support can be useful to support any children who find it difficult to write things down. 

Purpose of this Lesson 

The purpose of this lesson is to develop dialogue 
and explore ideas about how we all live together 
using the P4C (Philosophy for Children) structure 
which encourages thoughtfulness, confidence to 
share ideas and respect for differing opinions.   This 
lesson helps answer The Linking Network question 
– How do we all live together?  

Key Questions 

How do we all live together?  
How can we be together if we are apart?  
What is a philosophical question? 

Exchange Information 

In this lesson, classes could exchange a picture of 
their responses to the poem at the end of the 
lesson.   

Family Engagement 

Talk at Home - ‘What 3 things do we like to do 
together?’ 
Poetry at Home - Listen to the ‘Together’ Poem by 
Matt Goodfellow 

Resources 

‘Together’ a poem by Matt Goodfellow from ‘The 
Same Inside’ by Liz Brownlee, Matt Goodfellow and 
Roger Stevens. Poems about Empathy and 
Friendship. Download: 
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-
2020-2021/lesson-2-together-poem-p4c/ 
PPT 
Pens, Paper, Whiteboards 
Teacher Question plan 
Sheet Ideas for Groundrules  
P4C Question Plan 
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Extensions - Whole class generation of questions: The teacher asks for suggestions for questions to discuss. Children put forward ideas which are 
written up on the board. The ideas can be verbalized, discussed and modified following suggestions from other children (with the 
approval of the person who suggested the question). After a certain number of question suggestions are reached (perhaps, five), the 
teacher stops taking any further suggestions and moves into voting on the questions (assuming that they have already been aired). 
There is a slide for an adult to record up to 6 questions. 
 
Airing of Questions: Questions are aired to make sure that everybody understands them before they vote to choose one for the class 
enquiry. If questions are written out on large pieces of paper using dark, thick, felt pens, they can be displayed directly; otherwise they 
could be written up on the board or on a slide as they are called out. A good way of airing questions is to ask if anyone has any 
questions about the questions (is there anything that needs explaining?). It is also valuable to ask if there are any connections between 
any of the questions. 
 
Choosing a question: ‘Omni-voting’ works well where you read each question aloud and children vote for as many questions as they 
wish, and you tally the votes. If children are allowed to turn round to face away from you they can vote by putting their hands behind 
their backs and putting thumbs up as you read each question and this is quick and keeps it a secret vote.  If two or more questions do 
end up with the same number of votes, you may need a second vote between the highest scoring questions. If this happens, it is 
probably best just to allow pupils one vote each. The question may need to be asked: ‘If everybody voted for all the questions, what do 
you think would happen?’  
Once the question has been selected, this is a convenient point to break, especially if this is your first time doing P4C with a class and you 
have been generating ground rules. A break will also allow you some thinking time about the philosophical potential of the question. 
 
Discussion:  
- First Words Once a question has been chosen, we recommend that children share their ‘First Words’ about the chosen question.  If 
social distancing allows, this can be carried out with pupils sharing their initial ideas in pairs. Otherwise, there can be a general ‘go 
round’ with each pupil sharing their ideas to the whole group. This will take longer but gives some useful ideas for the 
teacher/facilitator (which can be written down to perhaps be drawn on later).   
- Middle words Discussion Children talk in pairs about the question. There is a list of sentence starters for contributing that are listed on 
the prompt sheet and the PPT. 
- Last Words: ‘Last words’ are shared towards the end of the enquiry where pupils share a word or two about where they are now with 
the question (has their thinking moved on?). There are different ways to collect pupil’s final thoughts, for example: 

• Everyone says one word that they are thinking now about the answer to the chosen question (this takes longer but can be very 
interesting for everyone). 

• Each pupil writes down their final thoughts on a Post It, or similar. This has the advantage that it allows a record to be kept of 
the outcomes of the enquiry. These can be photographed and sent to the Link class along with the question you discussed. 
Sometimes new compelling questions come out that can be used at a future time (check this out with pupils and if there are a 
few ideas vote again to choose a new enquiry question). 

 
Review: Finally review how the children found the process of the enquiry.  A simple activity such as ‘Two stars and a wish’ can help to 
capture what pupils felt went well about an enquiry and what could be improved.  You may have to steer children to talk about the 
process rather than about the content of the enquiry. (Children can work in pairs or small groups if social distancing allows.) You could 
prompt them to think about the stages of the enquiry, or the ground rules, by re-showing the relevant slides. Suggestions and reflection 
about what could be improved are useful for the facilitator and the children and can be added into planning for future P4C enquiries.  

After exploring the ‘Together’ poem in this lesson, 
children could go on to write their own poem– 
resources available: L2a Together poem Lesson 
Plan and PPT 
Download from: 

https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-
2020-2021/lesson-2-together-poem-p4c/ 

Additional TLN Resources 

P4C Lesson on How to be a lion by Ed Vere  

Curriculum Links 

See PSHE, Citizenship, RSHE, SMSC and English 
objectives that are addressed through the Linking 
Programme along with specific Reading objectives 
that could be addressed in this lesson: 
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-
2020-2021/teacher-cpd/ 

Additional Notes for Teachers 

For children and teachers who are new to P4C 
sessions, we suggest watching this short video 
(www.youtube.com/watch?v=QwbmHCiEh_0) 
before this session. 

Ground rules will need to be established for any 
P4C session. It is important that children are 
involved in creating these.  

Sensitivity, awareness and understanding of your 
class and community is essential before exploring 
any activities relating to identity.   

It can be useful to begin activities by sharing 
information about your own identity to help 
children be confident about sharing information 
about themselves. However, it is important to 
recognize that some children may be 
uncomfortable or may not wish to share some 
things. It is valuable to teach children that they 
should only share what they want to share.  

Activities are written with social distancing 
measures in mind.  At all stages, exchanges of 
information should be sent via teachers in line with 
their school policies. 
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