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L3d: ‘I am, I wonder’ poetry – Lesson Plan 

Learning Objective Teaching and Learning Activities 

L.O. To think about and write a poem about my identity Presentation: 
Consider the way the children will present their poem. 
 Here are 2 examples.  

1. Tissue mosaics with the poetry words written on strips of paper along with a 
photographic portrait can create a strong impact and can be combined with 
an art lesson where the background can be prepared. 

2. Coloured pens can always make writing fun to publish the poems! 
 
Starter: 
Drawing upon previous work from ‘Incredible You’, ask children to think about the idea that a person’s identity is more 

than what is seen on the outside – Can people know everything about you just by looking at you? 

Introductory Activity: 

We all have qualities that make us special and form part of who we are. 

Throughout this part of our learning journey we will keep in mind the quote from ‘Incredible You’ from lesson 3 ‘But you’re 
TRULY AMAZING think of the things you can do. The children can develop and reinforce ideas and vocabulary from 
previous learning in this lesson. 
Discuss thoughts and ideas about vocabulary to describe their attributes using the vocabulary sheet for support. The 
children can add the words (including ideas used in their rainbow images) into the figure outline. Giving the children time 
to do this creatively, writing words in different styles and colours helps to reinforce these ideas about their identity.  
This Art/English based activity can also work as a standalone piece if you do not have time to complete the whole lesson. 
 
Main Activity:  
Using ideas from our introductory activity explain we will be using this work to help us write our poetry ‘I Am, I Wonder’ 
Begin by sharing the two example poems that follow the structure the children will be using in their own writing: I am a 
Muslim girl; I am a Bookworm…Depending on the needs and restrictions in the classroom the children can either have 
copies of the two poems, read independently or as a shared reading task, highlighting ideas they like or mean something 
to them particularly or the poems can be discussed as a whole class. 
When the children begin to write their poetry, you can decide to write three verses using the sentence starters, or one or 
two depending on the needs of your class.  
Model using the sentence starters to organise ideas for the poem. It is useful to take ideas from the children along with 
prepared ideas of your own which can introduce the children to extended concepts. 

Purpose of this Lesson 

This lesson helps answer one of The Linking Network 
questions – Who am I? The lesson further develops the 
complex theme of identity for your children giving them the 
opportunity to explore aspects of their own identity. This 
lesson draws on similar themes considered in L3 Incredible Me 

Key Questions  

Can you explain what the ‘I am’ advert is about? 
Can you think of someone who has changed something 
about you or had an impact on you?   
Can you spot any similarities and differences? When you 
look at the poetry and ‘I am’ statements of others? 

Exchange Information 

Send completed poems or a class poem to the link school. 

Family Engagement 

Sharing poems about themselves with their families can 
continue to reinforce positive aspects of Identity. 

Resources 

Download from:  
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-
2021/lesson-3-incredible-me/ 
Lesson PowerPoint 
Word bank and outline of a person 
Sentence starters for poetry writing 
Examples of poems ‘I Am I Wonder’ 
Resources for Exchange:  
Recording device 
Computer 

https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-2021/lesson-3-incredible-me/
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-2021/lesson-3-incredible-me/
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Download digital support: 
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-
2021/digital-support/ 

Plenary 
Consider how the children will share their poems.  
After sharing our poems with each other, what have you learnt about other people in our class? Is there anything similar 
about all our poems? Did any of the poems surprise you? 
 

Presenting and Exchanging your poem 
 This is an optional choice. 
Decide as a teacher, or through discussion with your class about how to send the ‘I am I wonder’ poems to the link class:  
Post:  

Allow children to be creative with how they write their poems onto paper and then post them to the link class. 

 

Audio PowerPoint: 

Children type their poem into PowerPoint. Follow our instructions to add an audio recording of children reading each 
question as part of the presentation. Send to your link class! 
Download our guidance documents from:  https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-2021/digital-support/ 
How to add a voice over to PowerPoints 

How to send a large file 

 

Video:  

Film children performing their ‘I am’ poems and send through to the link class. You could also create a class poem by 
combining one line from each child. See https://vimeo.com/435083872 for an example.  
Download our guidance documents from:  https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-2021/digital-support/ 
Guide to filming a great video 
How to edit video 
 

Additional TLN Resources 

Bookworms, Identity Maps, I am who I because of everyone 
poem, Magic Box Poem 

Curriculum Links 

See PSHE, Citizenship, RSHE, SMSC and English objectives 
that are addressed through the Linking Programme along 
with specific Reading, Writing and Computing objectives 
that could be addressed in this lesson: 
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-
2021/teacher-cpd/ 

Notes for Teachers 

Sensitivity, awareness and understanding of your class and 
community is essential before exploring any activities relating to 
identity.   
It can be useful to begin activities by sharing information about 
your own identity to help children be confident about sharing 
information about themselves. However, it’s important to 
recognize that some children may be uncomfortable or may not 
wish to share some things. It is valuable to teach children that they 
should only share what they want to share.  
Activities are written with social distancing measures in mind with 
no shared objects or contact.  At all stages, exchanges of 
information should be sent via teachers in line with their school 
policies. 
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