
School Linking Network 
2019 

Stony Dean School 
and  

Dr Challoner’s Grammar School 



Small secondary SEN school in 
Amersham. (175 pupils) 

Large secondary grammar school in 
Amersham. (1356 pupils) 

Working in partnership 
with Amersham Town 

Council. 



2018 School Linking Network 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7l53sX7BqBo&safe=active 

 

This was from last year and the students made a video about the work 
we completed. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7l53sX7BqBo&safe=active
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7l53sX7BqBo&safe=active


DCGS pupil comments: 

• I really enjoyed the Stony Dean schools link experience. It taught me a lot about 
my peers and myself that I wouldn’t be able to learn as effectively in a classroom 
environment. It was clear to see how it influenced every member of the project 
individually and even though it was a short amount of time I felt it’s impact will 
be long lasting. 

• Quick games such as ‘Splat’ or ‘Two truths and one lie’ allowed for us to develop 
our communication skills, quickly finding common interests with new people who 
have come from different backgrounds. We all worked effectively in a team, often 
tackling construction that required the input from 4 or 5 people. Furthermore in 
these groups each individual began to show a refined level of leadership, whether 
this was skill sharing, such as how to use the power drill without losing any 
fingers, or suggesting different strategies for helping support the build as it grew 
higher and higher.  

• It was clear on our last day together (the construction day) that we were all 
sceptical about what we would be able to achieve and we realised that with a bit 
of motivation, support (and a massive saw!) anything is accomplishable.   
 



SDS pupil comments: 

• Before we met with DCGS pupils, pupils from SDS were very 
concerned that they would be ‘really posh’ or ‘too clever’ and that 
they would be made to look and feel silly.  

 

• After the 3rd session on the way home SDS pupils said to me; ‘that 
was really fun sir – they’re just like us’. 

 

• We then discussed prejudice, discrimination and other forms of pre 
judgements people make.…this was a great moment!!! 



   Building the town’s largest  
  bug hotel… 

We had to measure the layout 
and dig holes to 60cm deep. We 
split up and also worked as a 
team. 



We learnt a new skill of 
mixing cement. We got the 
water from the stream next 
to where we are. 



Pupil B had a great day – he was in 
charge of measuring the depth of 
the holes and helped with a little 
digging! 

ASD 
ADHD 
Language Disorder 
Severe Communication 
Disorder 
Extreme Anxiety 
Emotional Regulation Needs 
Sensory Processing Needs 



B played games and asked to hold 
a DCGS pupil’s hand when we 
walked to the woods. 
 



They were all put in – slightly off the planned 
measurements but looks great :)  
We tidied the area up when we finished.  



After the Year 8/9s did the ground 
work – the older pupils came in to 

build the rest of the bug hotel.  



Once shown what to do – pupils were left to 
discuss the plan of action, what needed to be 
done and by whom etc.  



Lots of team work and learning new skills in the 
sunshine – it was great fun.  



Year 11 and 12 



Our finished article. 
Ready for the year 
8/9s to put the boxes 
together and fill. 





Year 8 and 9 



SDS and DCGS 

 

Now that the Bug Hotel has been drawn up, planned and built by pupils 
from the two schools – boxes will be sent out to all the local schools 
and community groups (cubs, youth clubs etc..) working with young 

people to fill a box to be placed into the bug hotel. 

 

This will help the environment and will include most schools in the 
town of Amersham. The official opening will be on the 19th July. 


