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SCHOOLS LINKING PROGRAMME 

FOR SPECIAL & MAINSTREAM 

SCHOOLS 

'In terms of creating strong, cohesive communities, Schools Linking is an incredibly 

valuable part of the toolkit, which can exist amongst groups of schools and families of 

schools to bring children together.’   

Headteacher, Manchester Schools Linking 

 

 

 

‘Schools Linking has had an impact on my whole school ethos over time.’ 

 Bradford Headteacher 
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VISION, PHILOSOPHY AND PRINCIPLES  

VISION 

The Linking Network helps schools and communities to develop a positive, cohesive ethos by helping children, young people and 

adults to explore identity, celebrate diversity, promote community and champion equality.  

Schools Linking offers schools a powerful and positive programme that addresses important issues with children and young people, 

through a carefully structured approach to understand their own identity and the way they are connected to others in their 

community, district, country and the wider world.  

The Linking Network is offering a new, creative, digital model of Schools Linking where classes do not initially meet face to face, due 

to the need for ongoing social distancing between schools, but will: 

• Build a sense of togetherness between children, through a planned programme of lessons. 

• Provide opportunities for shared learning adventures from within the classroom. 

• Create common, shared experiences for children that encourages them to recognise their feelings, which promotes 

healing, develops trust, empathy, awareness and respect for others. 

• Enable pupils to develop skills of enquiry, critical thinking, reflection and communication. 

• Encourage the engagement of families, through a selection of resources, to involve them in the Linking Journey. 

• Provide a variety of additional resources to explore identity, diversity, equality and community through books, assemblies 

and curriculum resources for use within school.  

• Provide opportunities to contribute to the wider community.   

PHILOSOPHY 

The Linking Network takes as its starting point, the need for us all to develop the skills of dialogue, to be able to communicate across 

real or perceived boundaries and to develop a vocabulary of shared humanity. 

 

We use four Key Questions to structure the Linking work:  

 

Who am I? – creating opportunities to explore the multiple aspects of identity, including faith and belief 

Who are we? – celebrating diversity, including similarity and difference 

Where do we live? – promoting community, understanding locality, developing a sense of belonging locally, nationally, globally 

How do we live together? – championing equality, challenging prejudice in all its forms and promoting active citizenship 

PRINCIPLES 

Successful Linking work is based on the following principles:  

• Equitable benefits for all partners 

• Safe but challenging processes 

• Meaningful encounters including enjoyment and thought-provoking work 

• Creative approaches to learning 

• Rooted in the curriculum 

• Time and space for reflection between encounters 

• Recognition of and respect for diversity 

• Continuing professional development (CPD) for staff 

• Institutional support and sustainable programme 

• Children and young people at the heart.  
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WHY SCHOOL LINKING? 
 

The Linking model is designed to build common ground between children from schools with different 

demographic backgrounds, who meet each another in a year-long programme. A local facilitator organises and 

oversees the connecting pairs of schools from each local area. The Linking takes place in an everyday context, 

rooted in the school curriculum and in excellent educational practice. 

 Ministry Housing Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) 

 

Evaluations of The Linking Network show that the linking model can achieve powerful impact where pupils gain: 

• Increased respect for others, self-confidence, self-efficacy 

• Increased knowledge and understanding of complex issues and willingness to voice opinions and listen to others 

• School Linking can have a positive impact on many aspects of pupils’ skills, attitudes, perceptions and behaviours; 
particularly their respect for others, their self-confidence and their self-efficacy, as well as broadening the social groups 
with whom pupils interact.’   Evaluation of the Schools Linking Network: Final Report, NFER, March 2011 

 
 

The Linking Network ‘Schools Linking’ enables children and young people to explore identity, celebrate diversity, 

build community and champion equality through the development of mutual understanding, critical awareness 

and openness, empathy, respect for difference and active citizenship.   

Schools Linking and Social Cohesion: An Evaluation of the National Programme  

by The Centre for Peace, Trust and Social Relations, Coventry University July 2018 

 

The programme is rooted in the curriculum, promotes achievement and supports the Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural 

development of pupils, their understanding of British values, it provides opportunities for active citizenship and broadens 

experiences. 

 

 

CONTACT HYPOTHESIS  

Research over the past 20 years shows that while face to face contact is ideal, indirect contact where no face-to-face meeting is 
possible, improves confidence in contact, increases empathy, increases sense of similarity, improves knowledge of others and 
develops positive attitudes to others not yet met. This indirect contact reduces prejudice and stereotyping, increases belief that 
interactions will go well in the future, creates greater willingness to engage in contact and reduces anxiety about meeting others.  
There are different kinds of indirect contact: Vicarious contact where children learn about cross group friendships from stories or 
films or someone else; Para social contact where children connect with a character in a film/TV; Imagined contact where a child 
imagines a positive interaction with some-one from another group and E-contact where there is digital interaction. Interestingly, E-
contact has some benefits in enabling pupils to pre plan what to say and how to say it, and practice in a carefully managed space with 
teacher support. Research shows that contact in childhood and adolescence is particularly important and that the curriculum choices 
we make as teachers are vital, confirming the power of education and that the impact of all forms of contact has on hearts and minds.  
 
Dr Lindsey Cameron from Kent University is Researcher in Residence for The Linking Network, which is invaluable in helping us design 
the best evidence-based practice possible. She has created a range of webinars for us on Indirect Contact as which you can find in the 
Evaluation section of the website (here).  
 
Schools Linking is rooted in Social Contact Theory which has been researched since 1958 and states the importance of key conditions 
in reducing prejudice: meaningful interaction between individuals, equal status, intergroup cooperation, common goals, enjoyable 
activity and support by authorities. Ensuring these conditions are in place applies just as much when considering Special-Mainstream 
linking. With these conditions in mind, we can design the process of contact; forming a common ‘in -group’ which moves from ‘Us vs.  
Them’ to a more inclusive ‘We’.  
 
We know that young people with positive intergroup contact are more inclusive in their friendships: they are less likely to socially 
exclude others because of their group memberships. By focussing on equitable, shared outcomes in Phase 2 of their linking year, 
children build further common ground, through shared social action.  
 
 
 

https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/the-linking-network-researcher-in-residence-from-1st-may-2019-dr-lindsey-cameron/
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WORKING WITH SPECIAL & MAINSTREAM SCHOOLS 

Schools Linking, between Special and Mainstream 

schools, will support all children to build 

connections with others as they undertake their 

exciting, learning journey together.  

Schools can start Phase 1 of their linking at any 

point of the year, using the first key question ‘Who 

am I?’  - as a way for all pupils to begin to think 

about their own identity. Children then go on to 

explore the diversity between themselves by 

sharing work with each other and asking questions 

to explore the question ‘Who are we?’.  

There will be a selection of shared experiences, 

provided by The Linking Network, alongside 

activities led by class teachers; resources will be provided at CPD. In Phase 2, there is 

also potential for participation in shared, social action which will be agreed between 

classes. This could be an environmental project, a shared, local community issue, or a 

global issue of mutual concern, exploring, ‘How do we all live together? ’and ‘Where 

do we live?’ . 

As the link develops, we provide Linking classes with the opportunity to engage in 

celebration events, to share the positive impact of their linking experiences, both 

locally and nationally. 

 

TOP TIPS 
 

These top tips have been put together by two established special mainstream linking teachers, from Bradford, who are drama 

specialists (and held a drama club for their secondary link). These top tips are  for when we can link face to face: 

 

• Have a bank of activities planned before each session. This will allow you to know what you will be doing and whether you 

need to change anything. Be flexible with this. It doesn’t matter if you don’t do everything that you originally planned in 1 

session, do it next time.  

• Encourage support staff to help with the sessions. Try and have the same teaching and support staff at each session, as 

children benefit more from seeing and working with a familiar face.  

• Link through a club. Propose your ideas to the Headteachers of the schools. It is good to have them on board as they will 

help promote your club.  

• Allow the first session to be a time for the students to get to know one another. This will encourage friendships to develop 

which will allow them to grow with confidence. 

• Give students undirected time in every session. This could be in the break time or in group activities, as it allows the 

students to work together without being forced. This creates natural bonds within the group. 

• Be inclusive. Sometimes less is more, but this doesn’t mean lower your expectations. We found that when teaching a dance 

routine to all students, some of the basic movements were the most effective. This was because all students could access 

the choreography. You may want to stretch and challenge individuals within the activity, but not at the expense of other 

students. The key is to differentiate effectively.  

• Visit each other’s schools (if possible) and have a clearer understanding of the needs of all students who will be involved in 

the club. 
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• Have a coffee and an information gathering session with the two leaders from each school. This is an effective way to share 

information, knowledge and ideas for the sessions you will be leading. This is also a great time to gain a clearer 

understanding on the students who will be attending the sessions. For example, behaviour needs, care plans, manual 

handling, language and communication strategies etc. The meet up is an opportunity for both leaders to create a vision and 

partnership.  

• Share a social story with either/both groups of children before the initial meet up. The story would state what is going to 

happen. For example: Today we are going to a different school. We are meeting some children. They are going to be your 

new friends. We will play some games and get to know each other. We will have some snack. Then we will come back to 

school. We will see them again soon.  

• Learn basic Makaton sign. This is a strategy to be used by both leaders as it will help support students with understanding 

language and information. It would be useful for the mainstream leader to learn some key signs, for example, yes, no, help, 

toilet, stop etc.  

• As our club was an after-school club, we needed to know how to select students. We decided to invite a certain number (10 

from each school) of students who we thought would be interested. This gave us time to understand how the sessions 

were going to run and what activities were effective with different abilities. When we found that the club was successful, 

we were more confident to open the doors to more students. By the following year, we had a total of 45+ students 

attending the club.  

• Communication with parents. Whilst running the club, we were regularly in contact with the students’ parents as we 

needed consent for students to stay 2 hours after school to attend the club, transport for students who would normally go 

home on school transport, trip consent, photograph and video consent, information regarding our shows etc. The 

communication with parents also meant that we had a very solid support network which was extremely encouraging for 

both the leaders and the students.  

• If your club is going to be held throughout the school day, we would advise that the mainstream students travelling to the 

special school. This helps with transitioning and lowers the anxiety for the special needs students. It is also important for 

special needs students to have appropriate facilities available, for example, hoists, changing beds etc. 

• Allow time. This is really important for students to process any information given to them within the session. It may take a 

student over a minute to answer a question or to process an instruction. It may take a student 4 weeks to take part in an 

activity. A child might do something one week, but not the next. Try not to rush anything, as this will allow the students to 

grow and develop together in their own time.  

• Have fun! Praise the students and celebrate their successes. Try not to focus on the negatives of their learning and 

communicating. Speaking to the students with a positive tone and encouraging comments will build their confidence and 

self-esteem. Laugh with the students and don’t take yourselves too seriously. You want everyone to have this time to enjoy 

each other’s company and to learn about difference in a positive way. 

• Going on a Trip  Something that worked really well, for our students, was being able to go on a trip together. Because 

we are mainly focussed around performing arts and putting on shows together, we thought it was a great idea to arrange a 

group trip to the theatre. Before we organised the trip, we asked the students to work together in small groups to think 

about which shows they would want to see. With the choices made by the students, it gave us a clear idea which shows we 

could look at booking. In the end we went to watch ‘Mama Mia - The Musical’. The trip was a great way for the students to 

bond and create relationships away from a school environment and to have fun together. We organised for the children to 

meet a member of the cast after the show and asked them to prepare questions to ask the performer. This was educational 

and a great opportunity for our students. When we are able, you could organise a trip anywhere. Ask the students where 

they would like to go together on a trip, make a list of possibilities and then have a vote. Ideas for trips: Bowling, Cinema, 

Theatre, Restaurant, Farm/Zoo. 
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We hope these activities give you some ideas when creating your special, mainstream link. As we can only give you a slight insight 

into our ideas and experiences, we hope you find the magical adventure that we have had the pleasure of enduring ourselves. This 

is an experience like no other and we will forever be grateful for the opportunities, friendships and memories it has given us.  

Many thanks to Drama specialists Sophie Hammond and Annice Avery for sharing these resources with us. You can read more about 

their link  between Hazelbeck Special School and Beckfoot School, Bradford, on the website: 

https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/special-mainstream-case-studies/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEPS 

1. Headteachers decide to link class/es in a particular year group with class/es from a Link school. In some instances, this may 

be links between classes within a school, where this feels valuable to strengthen community. 

2. Linking Teachers watch virtual online training modules in advance of live CPD. 

3. Pairs of Linking Teachers attend live, online CPD training together, learn about one another’s class and school context and 

plan their link. It may be useful for teachers from the Mainstream school to visit their linked Special school and get to know 

the particular strengths and needs of their link class. 

4. Children carry out activities based on four Key Questions and exchange information with the link class. Family Engagement 

Activities are also available. 

5. Classes reflect with their teacher on the process of ‘meeting others’ and the work sent over by the link class. 

6. Classes participate in shared experiences - a story telling session, learning sign language or a theatre experience - all from 

their own classroom. There are a variety of free shared learning experiences available for Linking Teachers to select from.    

7. Further exchange of work and communication and reflection takes place between classes, e.g. 

emails/letters/poetry/artwork. 

8. If possible, the Linking Story is shared virtually with the rest of school or parents via an ‘assembly’, newsletter, website. 

9. Linking Teachers attend virtual training to plan further activities, which could involve Social Action. 

10. Connections are maintained and developed. Class video calls may enhance this connection. Family Engagement Activities will 

continue to be available. 

11. Classes share their learning and celebrate the end of the Linking Journey and say goodbye 

Comprehensive Resources are available at: 

https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/resources/special-school-linking/ 

https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/special-mainstream-case-studies/
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/resources/special-school-linking/
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SPECIAL-MAINSTREAM SCHOOLS LINKING OVERVIEW 
We have tried to make this exciting for children and at the same time as manageable as possible for teachers. 

Adaptable lesson Plans, Handouts, PowerPoints, Digital Guidance, Video clips, Family Engagement resources are all available in the 

website area https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/resources-2/primary-schools-linking-2020-21/   

Schools Linking Teacher CPD1 

- Part A Teachers access this training individually online. There are four short modules: – 1. Background to Linking; 2. Contact 

Theory; 3. P4C; 4. Virtual Schools Linking Process.  

- Part B  Pairs of Link Teachers attend live online CPD  together in their local area to receive training and then have time to plan in 

breakout rooms. This session will share local information, resources and ideas for linking and then teachers plan activities for their 

classes including what they will exchange between classes. 

Exchange Ideas between classes:  Teachers create a message for their Link Class – this may be a photo with text, just text or a 

video/audio message. You may be able to take a screen shot on the video call. If possible, teachers exchange photos of the school 

and the empty classroom, a list of First Names and if GDPR permits a Class Photo. Teachers agree dates of exchange of 

information at the CPD, during planning time.  

Family Engagement Ideas: - Teachers can select activities to engage families in their children’s Schools Linking Journey. Resources 

available for each lesson are available. To support you to launch the programme there is:  a template letter to inform parents 

about Schools Linking for teachers to adapt for their parents; template information for teachers to adapt to share Schools Linking 

on their school website / in a school newsletter, template virtual assemblies available for you to share the Schools Linking journey 

with the rest of school and families; display lettering for Schools Linking is also available. 

Lesson 1 – Introducing Linking to your class 
• Introduce the Schools Linking Journey, the link class and school using pictures of the school/classroom and class (if 

possible) and information shared at CPD.  

• Learn how to say hello, goodbye, please, thank you in sign language and some non-contact greetings, 

• Think about what makes them happy to share with the Link Class,  

• Possibly Introduce the Four Key Questions, 

• Children / teacher create a message for the Link Class including some of the things that make them happy, 

• Children reflect on their feelings about meeting others generally, 

Ideas for Exchange with Link Class:  exchange the message you have created as a class in the lesson  

Family Engagement Ideas Available: Introduce Linking at Home- A template letter to parents - introduce schools linking & ask for 

permissions for exchange of photos and video footage. If you already have this permission, just remove the reply slip. Ask at 

Home - How do you feel when you meet new people? 

Other suggested activities to continue to deepen the connection– 
• The specific activities involved in links between Special and Mainstream Schools will depend on the specific needs and 

strengths of the pupils in the schools in question. 

• We will offer a range of suggestions, but we envisage each partnership to be very unique and free to create activities that 

work specifically for them. 

• Time will be given at CPD1 to discuss and plan what is workable and will be impactful for both classes. 

• We suggest if visits occur where the two sets of young people meet, that you do not ‘over-fill’ the day with planned 

activities but allow for some quality ‘down-time’ where the young people have time and space to get to know each other. 

Shared Digital Experiences 
- Where the situation allows, sharing a digital experience can be a powerful way to build on the links between the two 

classes. 

- Again, what is suitable and useful will be very specific to each partnership. 

- We will offer a selection of activities but are also happy for partnerships to use their own. 

 Social Action Work and Celebration Events - resources for both will be available for use, if appropriate in your situation.  

 

https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/resources-2/primary-schools-linking-2020-21/
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Learning Objective Teaching and Learning Activities 

L.O. To think about our ‘School Linking journey’ and 
create a message to send to our link class. 

Before the lesson – gather from the link class, some photos of the school building, classroom and if possible, a short audio, written or 
video message from the link teacher introducing themselves, and a photo of the link class (GDPR permitting)  
 

This lesson plan offers a range of possible ways to begin your linking journey and it is up to you to select what methods are suitable 
for your pupils.     Many may need adapting for your Special-Mainstream Linking. 

Finding out about linking 

• Display the word ‘Linking’ on the board. Also show other words from the word family – linked, link, links. Ask children - What 
does the word ‘Linking’ mean to you? Allow children some thinking time/ talk partner. Feedback and discuss synonyms and the 
word in context.  Linking = joining, together, connecting, making stronger. Record some of children’s vocabulary choices and 
definitions.  Then share the words ‘Schools Linking’ and ask the children to think what that might mean. Then in as exciting a 
way as possible share with the class that they will be taking part in linking with another school/class this year. Use images from 
the other school’s website or that you have exchanged with your linking teacher at CPD1. Can you create a big reveal? 

• Display your collected images of the link teacher, school, and empty classroom. Discuss the similarities and differences of the 
school building and classroom and record any interesting observations to highlight these. 

• Use Google maps to locate the linking school/ your school and show the route between them. 

• If your link teachers made a hello video/audio/written message enjoy it together (pre-recorded at CPD1 and sent prior to the 
lesson). 

• If you have a class photo of the other class share it with the children.  

• Using the images on the PPT of things that may happen during linking (play games, create art, learn sign language etc) to give 
the children a glimpse of their learning journey, not in lots of detail but to allow some ownership of the process. (see extension 
below) 

 
Steps-Getting to know others:  

1. Play a Name game and talk about learning names as part of getting to know people. Speedy Name Game: The teacher starts 
off by saying the name of someone in the class. Once the teacher has said the name out loud. The pupil whose name has been 
chosen then says the name of another child in the class. The child who has been chosen then chooses another name and so on. 
The game continues until everyone’s name has been called. The final child finishes the game by saying the name of the 
teacher. Once the game is over it can start again using eg different voices * Children must listen very carefully in this game and 

Purpose of this Lesson 

The purpose of this lesson is to give the children an 
overview of the linking journey ahead. They will 
begin to find out a little more about their link 
school, think about how we communicate and 
connect with others and start exploring the four 
Linking questions: Who am I? Who are we? Where 
do we live? How do we all live together?   

Key Questions 

What does the word ‘Linking’ mean? 
What does Schools Linking mean?  
What makes us happy?  
How do we connect with other people?  

Exchange Information 

Lesson 1 – Introducing Linking to your class – Lesson Plan 
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Before this lesson, exchange a photo of the link 
school, classroom, and a photo of each teacher to 
share with each class. Exchange a short written, 
audio, or written message from each teacher 
introducing themselves to the link class including 3 
pieces of information about themselves. If possible, 
exchange first names of the class and a photo.  

be very quiet so they can hear the speaker. Using a timer to see how fast they can go can be fun. If you have a photo of the 
linking class, you can share you can talk about how we already know each other but how we will get to know these children 
over the year and how we can send a message to them.  

2. Create and send a message to say hello to your link class. You may wish to send a short email, a little video clip or write a 
message on a piece of paper that you can take a photo of and send. Your message could be as simple as, “Hello everyone! We 
are XXX Class in Year X at XXX School. We’re really excited to be linking with you and learn more about you. We’ve thought of 
lots of things that make us happy – including xxx and we wonder what makes you happy. We’ll be in touch again soon!”  
This process of being in touch with another class and sharing information deepens over time.  

3. Ways to say hello. Find out all the ways to say ‘hello’ that the class already know.  Learn to ‘sign’ hello? Learn sign language 
for Hello and Goodbye as something we can learn together through the year. Explain this is a great skill that can help us to 
communicate. You could look at the slide of socially distanced greetings.  

4. Think about What makes us happy? to share with the link class- explain that sharing information is the first step in building 
connections and getting to know people.  

5. Think about How will we keep in touch? Take ideas from the class about ways to send a message to exchange information 
with the link class (Video, email, voice recording, photographs, pieces of work) . 

 
Discuss feelings about linking: How do the children feel about linking with another school/ class/ group and meeting others in general? 
Teachers gauge the feelings of the group. Record these to refer to later in the future lessons to see if there have been any changes. 
Reassure children that being honest about feelings is important, because exploring feelings and having the opportunity to describe 
feelings is important. Reflecting on how feelings change through the process is also important. (Further ideas for reflection are available)  
 
Additional Activity: Write the children’s names (and possibly the names of the link class) on strips of paper and join them together in a 
paperchain. Use this to visualize the word ‘linking. This could be used for a display.  
 
You could look at the journey image on the PPT and share the 4 linking questions. This lesson introduces the idea of a linking journey 
with four linking questions and allows children to begin thinking about these in quite simple terms – as lessons develop significant ideas 
and thoughts will gradually build forming deeper and broader understanding of ideas connected to these. Journey Image: discuss the 
ideas behind linking as a journey of getting to know people, drawing out the way the paths cross over and loop around the picture of the 
world.  
The slides show all 4 Linking questions that we will ask through the year: Who am I? Who are we? Where do we live? How do we all live 
together? Keeping with the theme of the Linking Journey briefly think about each of the questions using the PowerPoint to support 
gathering initial thoughts and ideas. (Recording Sheet available) with a template with the 4 questions, the children can record their own 
initial responses to reinforce their thinking around these questions and can be used to refer to later in the project. You can use the 
modelled example to share with the children:  
 

- Who am I? My name is Jasmine, and I am 8 years old  
- Who are we? We are Saturn class in Hawthorne Primary School. 
- Where do we live? We live in Upperton near the City of Bamton in Yorkshire, in the UK, on Planet Earth.  

Family Engagement 

Ask at Home - How do you feel when you meet new 
people? Introduce Linking at Home - letter to 
introduce linking and ask for permissions. Download 
from https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-
linking-2020-2021/family-engagement/ 

Resources 

Introducing your class to linking PowerPoint 
4 Question recording sheet (optional - Download 
from: https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-
linking-2020-2021/lesson-1-introducing-linking/ 
Resources for exchanges -  
Guidance for recording effective videos 
Guidance for editing videos 
Guidance for sending large files 
Download from: 
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-
2020-2021/digital-support/ 

Additional TLN resources 

Reflection, TLN Identity Pack, Feelings by Libby 

Walden, Skin Again by Bell Hooks 

https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-2021/family-engagement/
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-2021/family-engagement/
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-2021/lesson-1-introducing-linking/
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-2021/lesson-1-introducing-linking/
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-2021/digital-support/
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-2021/digital-support/
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Curriculum Links - How do we all live together? Try to draw out from the children things that help people get along together - smiling, playing 
games, sharing toys, enjoying food together.  

 
Big question to ask children: Do you think we have all the information possible about us? If we send this information to our linking 
partners will that tell them everything about us?  If we want to get to know someone properly we need to look beneath the surface, 
there is more to everyone than we can ever know by looking at them from a distance, we need to find out more about them and tell them 
about us and this is exactly what we will be doing on our schools linking journey.  
 
   

See PSHE, Citizenship, RSHE, SMSC and English 
objectives that are addressed through the Linking 
Programme along with specific Geography and 
Computing objectives that could be addressed in 
this lesson.  
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/09/Combined-curriculum-
statements.pdf 

Notes for Teachers 

Sensitivity, awareness and understanding of your 
class and community is essential before exploring 
any activities relating to identity.   
 
It can be useful to begin activities by sharing 
information about your own identity to help 
children be confident about sharing information 
about themselves. However, it is important to 
recognize that some children may be uncomfortable 
or may not wish to share some things. It is valuable 
to teach children that they should only share what 
they want to share.  
 
Activities are written with social distancing 
measures in mind with no shared objects or 
contact.  At all stages, exchanges of information 
should be sent via teachers in line with their school 
policies.  

 

https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Combined-curriculum-statements.pdf
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Combined-curriculum-statements.pdf
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Combined-curriculum-statements.pdf
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LESSON ONE RESOURCES – INTRODUCING LINKING TO YOUR CLASS 
Activities embedded throughout the Schools Linking programme aim to support children to 

feel comfortable with similarity and difference within their own school community, with 

the link class and beyond, to wider communities beyond children’s immediate experience. 

Through work on identity in class, exchanging information between classes and reflecting 

on identity work received we facilitate meaningful interaction from within the classroom.  

Here are examples of the activities you might lead in class.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Link Teachers share a message for their class with a photo 

taken at live online CPD1 training. Exchange of photos of the 

school, teacher, classroom or class all help make connections. 

Allowing time for children reflect on 

how they feel about meeting others. 

Create a message from the children 

to the linking class. You could include 

ideas about things that make us 

happy. Communicating as frequently 

as possible in easy ways builds a 

sense of connection. 

Adaptable PowerPoint slides share 

the linking journey ahead.  

Playing a Name Game helps children 

connect and then think about the 

names in the link class.  

Learn sign language greetings from 

the video. 

Explore the journey between the schools and school 

website. 

Find adaptable PowerPoint and resources for Lesson 1 at 

 https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-2021/lesson-1-introducing-linking/ 

https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-2021/lesson-1-introducing-linking/
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BOOKS  
Books can develop understanding of different perspectives, distance issues and develop dialogue and understanding of identity, 

diversity, community and equality.  These have resources on our website, and some are read by a storyteller or poet for you to 

share with your children.  
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR BUILDING IDENTITY, EQUALITY, COMMUNITY 

Jigsaws 

Jigsaw pieces are created 

on a template by each 

child listing a few of their 

interests. 

People Equal 

‘People Equal’, written by 

James Berry is a 

wonderful poem that 

explores diversity through 

the lens of our diverse and 

varied personalities.  

Portrait Gallery 

Portraits are a really great 

way to discuss identity 

and diversity in a 

thoughtful way. 

Magic Box Poem 

The wonderful Magic Box 

poem is often used in 

literacy lessons in KS2 

and is a fantastic resource 

for helping children to 

think about the multiple 

aspects to all our 

identities.  It is a 

structure that can be 

replicated. 

Collective Poetry 

A way to create a poem as 

a class using a building 

pattern of Who am I? Who 

are we?  

Names 

This activity offers a good 

way of exploring diversity 

in your own classroom as 

preparation for learning 

names of pupils in the 

other class. 

Using a Map to Locate 

Schools 

You can paste a map of 

your own district into this 

PowerPoint so that 

children to see where their 

linking class are. Use 

the Word document to add 

the district map and 

question prompts for 

children. 

My Stories 

Gathering stories from the 

pupils, families, school 

community, school 

caretaker can be a rich 

shared theme.  

I'm Speaking I'm 

Listening 

This simple activity helps 

children practice the skills 

needed to listen and speak 

with a partner or in a 

group. Asking children to 

identify and practice 

what good listening looks 

like is so helpful for their 

development. 

TLN Identity Pack 

6 resourced lessons: 

1. Visible Invisible 

2. Skin Again 

3. My stories 

4. I am Who I Am  

5. You Can’t Judge a Book 

by its Cover   

6. Hopes and Dreams 

Find these lesson resources and many more on our website. These all have pupil examples and can be used by linking classes or 
other classes across your school to build identity, community and equality. See our video, books, social action, intergenerational 

resource areas too as well as Secondary Schools Linking resources 
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/linking-resources-area/primary-linking-2/primary-linking/ 

https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/linking-resources-area/primary-linking-2/primary-linking/
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DIGITAL LINKING      

 DIGITAL SAFEGUARDING  

 Safeguarding is key throughout Schools Linking. Here are some additional things to consider when you link digitally:  

• As with all work in school, each link teacher should work within their own school Safeguarding, Digital, Acceptable Use and 

GDPR policies and take account of individual parental permissions.  

• The two linked schools may have different policies and so teachers need to work with whatever restrictions are in place to 

make the link work for both schools.  

• All information should be exchanged by teachers, so that you can each ensure it is suitable for the other school’s pupils to 

receive. Everything sent must be seen and sent by teachers. This applies to all exchanges whether digital, by post or hand 

delivered. Everything should be sent by school email addresses. 

• There should not be any personal emails or messages between pupils.   

• We recommend that pupils should just use first names on their work that is exchanged. 

• We provide a guidance document on running live class to class video calls.  For Phase 1 of Schools Linking, we have not written 

video calling into the programme however, we have seen them work well and enhance connection so, if you would both like to 

have a go, see our Video Calls Guidance. It needs an extra level of safeguarding care, such as an adult from each school present 

on all calls, as well as technical and lesson planning (the quality of camera makes a huge difference).  

• Digital Linking is an excellent opportunity to teach keeping safe online. Teachers can use the process to discuss and model 

issues such as being respectful and appropriate at all times; the importance of individuals choosing what they want to share and 

not oversharing and help children recognise that once something has been shared, it is available to a wide audience.  

• We provide a simple template letter for seeking parental permission for the exchange of photos and videos.  

DIGITAL SUPPORT GUIDES AND EXAMPLES AVAILABLE  

LIST OF DIGITAL SUPPORT DOCUMENTS –  

Available in Phase 1 Virtual Schools Linking https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-2021/digital-support/.  

L3=Lesson 3 etc 

Digital Safeguarding Guidance (Written Guide) 

How to add audio and voice recordings to a PowerPoint (Written Guide, Example Curiosity Questions- L5) 

How to use shared cloud storage - Google Drive shared drives, OneDrive & WeTransfer (Written Guide, Video Guide) 

How to use Book Creator shared books (Written Guide; Video Guide; Examples Incredible Me- L3; Curiosity Questions- L5) 

Videos 

How to create videos using iMovie - Basic & Advanced (Written Guide; Video Guide; Example Incredible Me- L3) 

How to create videos with Windows 10 Photos App (Written Guide, Video Guide; Example Incredible Me- L3) 

How to use Flip Grid (Written Guide, Video Guide, Example) 

Digital Identity Maps: 

How to create a digital identity collage using BeFunky (Written Guide) 

How to create a digital word cloud (Written Guide) 

Exchanging information is one of the most powerful aspects of the programme bringing children closer, deepening their 

knowledge and understanding of their link class. Exchange by post and digitally can all be exciting for children. It is for you as a 

pair of linking teachers to decide what you exchange, when and how. It may be easiest to use digital platforms and resources that 

you already use in school. See Advice on safeguarding, How to Guides we have written and example outcomes below and in more 

detail on the website: https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk  

    

https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-2021/digital-support/
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/
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Virtual quizzes:  

How to use Google Forms to create a quiz (Written Guide)   

How to use Kahoot to create a quiz (Written Guide) 

Video Calls: 

How to video call on different platforms (Written Guide) 

Safeguarding guidance for Virtual Linking Video Calls (Written Guide) 

Creative ideas for video calls and ways to support children (Written Guide)  

Running a live video call quiz using coloured cards (Written Guide) 

 

 
 

DIGITAL EXCHANGE 

There are so many things that can be exchanged - pieces of children’s work, photos, video 

clips, mini books, short messages, book suggestions, jokes, curiosity questions... Here are 

some thoughts gathered from Linking Teachers experience: 

* Exchanging photographs. Regular exchange between classes of photos of children’s work 

and ideas can be really powerful, as well as photographs of the children if GDPR allows.  

* Creating videos to share between link class can be a fun way to connect the classes if 

using devices is manageable and permission allows. Short videos featuring either a teacher 

or the class, are a great way of getting to know each other and sharing thoughts and 

opinions. If GDPR is tricky then videos of work with voice narration can work. Programmes 

such as Flipgrid let children upload mini videos of curiosity questions and then the link class 

can respond.  

* Creating audio messages can be easier than video and is especially great if you have 

children who haven’t got parental permission to share photos or videos. It could be as 

simple as the whole class saying hello, thank you for your message or one child speaking a 

message that the class has composed.  

* Book Creator is a very intuitive app for Apple or Android and on an Internet browser. 

Children find it easy to photos, text, audio, video to make a book which is nice to read and 

creates an ongoing shared record through the year. Link teachers have a shared code so 

only they can access the e-book which is stored in the cloud.    

* Quizzes work well.  Use Google Forms (or Kahoot) to create an online quiz to find out 

more about the children in their own class and the children in their Link class. We’ve tried it 

and its fun! Lists of questions in the Digital Support Document.  

* Create a shared linking PowerPoint to shuttle between link classes adding images of 

children’s work and curiosity questions. Both link class add their images and respond to the 

others so it becomes a shared presentation which if stored on google drive you can both 

access it easily. Adding sound recording to PPT can be a way to share extra information 

hearing one another’s voices (both children and adults). The recordings will play 

automatically when the slideshow is in presenter mode. It can convert to MP4 video.   

* If there is a way that both schools’ I.T. can allow shared cloud-based storage space this 

can make sharing large, media files easy. Options include Google Drive, One Drive and 

Edmodo.  

* Children enjoy creating Digital Photo Collages - they collect photos that mean something 

to them to create a digital Identity Map to send to the Link Class. BeFunky can be used 

through an Internet browser or apps such as PicCollage.  

* Identity Word Clouds: A variety of websites where children can create a free personal 

word cloud reflecting things that matter most to them as larger text. Word Clouds are an 

interesting way for children to create a Digital Identity Map to exchange. 
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* Video Calls: We imagine that Video calls will be a part of some links in Phase 2 but in case 

you wish to connect with your link class via a video call in Phase 1 please see the guidance in 

the Digital Support area.  Managing a video call between two classes requires careful 

thought and consideration, having a good camera makes all the difference, and it is 

essential that you both work within your GDPR and safeguarding policies and ensure there 

is an adult from each school present at all times on the calls. However, they can be lots of 

fun and very exciting for children!   

 * Finally - keeping the linking connection going by emailing or posting things one another is 

obvious and straightforward – and doing whatever is easiest is important! 
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PLANNING FOR LINKING 

As you and your Linking Teacher go through the training, please decide together what work you will do in class, what you will 

exchange between your classes, how you will exchange it and when.  You may choose to do Lesson 1 followed by just one other 

interaction if this is most suitable for your situation. 

Session Exchange Activity Ideas  
Choose and highlight what you 
will exchange together.  
Highlight Your Choices  

Planned 
date of 
exchange 

How will we send it? 
Email, post, audio, image, 
videos… Choose the 
methods for each exchange 
together. 

Family Engagement Activity if 
chosen  
Any homework you might both do 
and exchange? 

Teacher CPD 
and Planning  

*Message from Teachers to Link 
Class 
*Photo of classroom and school 
and teacher 
*Photo of class (GDPR permitting) 
*First names of the class 

   

1. Introducing 
Linking to your 
class 

*Message from class to link class    Introduce Linking at Home  
Letter  
Ask at Home 
 ‘How do you feel when you meet 
new people?’ 

2. Specific 
Activity/ies of 
your choice - 
consider what 
will work for 
your link. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

Shared Digital 
Experience/s 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Share at Home 
Shared experience available to 
view at home 

 

Further resources will be shared at Linking CPD2 and there are many other classroom and assembly resources available to you and 
your school on the website.  

https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/linking-resources-area/
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/resource-category/assemblies/
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WAYS TO SHARE THE WORK WIDER   

e.g. Schools Linking Display in school, Virtual Assembly, News on a school website or Class website page, Twitter or School 
Facebook. Templates are available to support you in the Teacher CPD section. https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-
2020-2021/teacher-cpd/   

 

 

 

REFLECTION  

Evaluation has shown that supporting children to reflect and make sense of their experience is important. How will you help your 
children reflect and where will this work be recorded? You could have a Schools Linking journal, Emotion Graph, Blob Tree by Pip 
Wilson, Sentence Starters, Circle Time or P4C. PPT provided.  

 

 

 

WORK IN MY OWN CLASS 
There are lots of additional resources you are free to use from the website. All of last year’s resources can be found here  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-2021/teacher-cpd/
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-2021/teacher-cpd/
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/linking-resources-area/primary-linking-2/primary-linking/
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INFORMATION ABOUT THE LINK SCHOOL  
e.g. This might include information about specific faith requirements if one of the schools has a faith ethos or many children who 
follow a faith; about the disconnect in children’s experience in rural/urban link.; or the pressure of Ofsted inspection. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CHECKLIST AT CPD  

Share contact details with your partner teacher (this could include emails, school phone number, school office email, SLT 

contact name), timings of the school day and names of other staff who will be involved in linking.  If either of you are 

representing other teachers share their details too. Use the Teacher Contact Form in this booklet.  
 

Talk with your partner teacher about your school and its ethos.  If one or both of your school’s has a faith ethos talk about 

any detail that the link school children may need to understand. If one or both of your schools is in an Ofsted category this 

is worth sharing. Discuss the potential benefit of the mainstream teacher visiting the Special school to understand the 

specific situation there and how this may impact on what activities will be possible or successful for all involved. 

 

Talk with your partner teacher about whether you have linked before and your prior experience if you have  

Talk with your partner teacher about your school’s current priorities and your role in school and workload.   

Talk with your partner teacher about your class and the range of children in the class.   

Identify what work and information you will exchange, how you will send it and when.   

Decide on family engagement activities if applicable (they may be different in the two schools)  

Create a message for the Linked class for their first lesson (Video/photo/audio- you choose)  

Exchange photo of school/empty classroom/teachers and if allowed a class photo and a list of first names.   

Create a brief item about the programme for your school website/newsletter/twitter (template text available)  

The Schools Linking programme addresses many specific objectives from PSHE, Citizenship, SMSC, RSE and English as well 

as SMSC and Character Education. See SMSC overview on the next page. Specific Geography, Computing, Art objectives are 

also addressed depending on activities selected.  If you need to identify objectives addressed then you can access detailed 

lists of all the curriculum objectives at  https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-2021/teacher-cpd/.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/schools-linking-2020-2021/teacher-cpd/
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CHECK LIST FOR INITIAL ACTIVITIES  

Order books from our recommended book list to support your Linking work in class.  

Take a look at The Linking Network website www.thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/resources     

Inform parents about the Linking programme (a letter template is available on the website).  

Lesson 1: Introduce the Linking project to the class. If your school took part last year, the previous class may have legacy 

work for you to share. 
 

Get the children to reflect on their thoughts and feelings about Linking.  

Check image consent forms for all children in your class, you may need to speak with Head or member of SLT about this 

and do consider GDPR requirements. 
 

Complete shared project/activities - for Special-Mainstream links this will look unique for each partnership.  

Share further information about your Linking project with the school community, e.g.  governors, school newsletter, Tweet, 

class blog etc. Resources available   

Before CPD2 if relevant -consider joint Social Action possibilities that are feasible for both schools.  

 

  

http://www.thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/resources
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SMSC AND SCHOOLS LINKING 

 

 

 

SPIRITUAL 
 

Ofsted – The spiritual development of pupils includes 

developing their:  

• Ability to be reflective about their own beliefs 
(religious or otherwise) and perspective on life 

• Knowledge of and respect for different people’s 
faiths, feelings and values 

• sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about 
themselves, others and the world around them 

• Use of imagination and creativity in their learning 

• Willingness to reflect on their experiences. 

MORAL 
 

Ofsted – The moral development of pupils includes developing 

their: 

• Ability to recognise the difference between right and 
wrong and to readily apply this understanding in their own 
lives, recognise legal boundaries and, in so doing, respect 
the civil and criminal law of England  

• Understanding of the consequences of their behaviour and 
actions 

• Interest in investigating and offering reasoned views 
about moral and ethical issues and ability to understand 
and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues. 

SOCIAL 
 

Ofsted – the social development of pupils includes 

developing their: 

• Use of a range of social skills in different contexts, for 
example working and socialising with other pupils, 
including those from different religious, ethnic and 
socio-economic backgrounds 

• Willingness to participate in a variety of communities 
and social settings, including by volunteering, 
cooperating well with others and being able to resolve 
conflicts effectively 

• Acceptance and engagement with the fundamental 
British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual 
liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those 
with different faiths and beliefs.  They develop and 
demonstrate skills and attitudes that will allow them 
to participate fully in and contribute positively to life 
in modern Britain. 

CULTURAL 
 

Ofsted – the cultural development of pupils includes developing 

their: 

• Understanding and appreciation of the wide range of 
cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage 
and those of others 

• Understanding and appreciation of the range of different 
cultures within school and further afield as an essential 
element of their preparation for life in modern Britain 

• Ability to recognise, and value, the things we share in 
common across cultural, religious, ethnic and socio-
economic communities 

• Knowledge of Britain’s democratic parliamentary system 
and its central role in shaping our history and values, and 
in continuing to develop Britain 

• Willingness to participate in and respond positively to 
artistic, musical, sporting and cultural opportunities 

• interest in exploring, improving understanding of and 
showing respect for different faiths and cultural diversity 
and the extent to which they understand, accept, respect 
and celebrate diversity, as shown by their tolerance and 
attitudes towards different religious, ethnic and socio-
economic groups in the local, national and global 
communities. 

 
 

The following statements from the Ofsted handbook are also addressed by the Schools Linking process:  

Promoting equality of opportunity so that all pupils can thrive together; understanding that difference is a positive, not a negative, 

and that individual characteristics make people unique; The curriculum and the school’s effective wider work support pupils to be 

confident, resilient and independent, and to develop strength of character, developing responsible, respectful and active citizens. 

These are the current Ofsted definitions of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development taken from the Ofsted School 

Inspection Handbook November 2019 edition (Pages 59-61). The statements we have coloured blue are all objectives we 

confidently expect that the Schools Linking process will address.  
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GAMES 

Our thanks go to Stephanie Clements, of Co-op Academy Delius, Bradford, who has put together a pack of resources and shared 
them with us. These games are broadly aimed at primary pupils.  All of these games might work better if you try them out a few 
times with your class before you meet, but it is not essential.  

 

** TOP TIP If you have any children who are wheelchair users it’s best to have ALL the children on chairs. A mixture of 
children sitting on the floor and other children sitting higher up in their wheelchair can impact on the connectivity of 
the activity. 
 

Primary Games:  
• Making Music Circle Game 

• Team Art and Draw a Group Monster  

• What’s In The Bag?  Charades  and Moving Bingo games  

• What can you feel?  

• In the Jungle - Learn Maketon   

• You’ve got a friend in Me – Learn Maketon 

• Rainforest Drama Time 

 

Our second pack of activities, listed below is aimed more towards secondary pupils.  Our thanks for these go to drama specialists 
Sophie Hammond and Annice Avery,  of Hazelbeck and Beckfoot Schools, Bradford,  who brought about a performing arts triumph 
through their Secondary Special-Mainstream linking in Bradford. 

 

Secondary Games:    
• Getting to Know You Games 

• Drama Warm Up Games and Activities  

• Ideas for Art Activities 

• Ideas for Outdoor Games  

• Music and Parachute Games  
 
 

Social Stories:  
There are sample social stories on the website, here, they include: Introducing Myself, Sending My Picture, Meeting New 
Children,  Visiting a Different School, Children from a Different School Coming to Visit Me. Here’s an example: 

 

For each story, consideration is given to the perception of the child, and should 
help the child to access the concept.  The story can and should be adapted for 
individual children.  We would recommend that the parent or caregiver is 
contacted regarding adaptations. 

The social stories are provided as a narrative only or narrative with supporting 
images. 

You can find out more about social stories in general 
at https://carolgraysocialstories.com/social-stories/ 

 

 

 

 

 

These resources are part of a bank of resources produced for us by specialist teachers, to support classes taking part in Special-
Mainstream Linking  
 
See https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/resources-2/primary-schools-linking-2020-21/  for supporting mainstream resources.  
 

https://delius.coopacademies.co.uk/
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Making-Music-Games-for-Special-Mainstream-Linking.pptx
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Team-Art-Games-for-Special-Mainstream-Linking.pptx
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Whats-in-the-bag-Games-for-Special-Mainstream-Linking.pptx
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/What-can-you-feel-Games-for-Special-Mainstream-Linking.pptx
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/The-Lion-Sleeps-Tonight-Activity-Special-Mainstream-Linking.pptx
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Youve-Got-a-Friend-in-Me-Activity-Special-Mainstream-Linking-1.pptx
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Rainforest-Drama-Activity-Special-Mainstream-Linking.pptx
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/bradfords-peforming-arts-triumph-in-mainstream-special-linking/
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Getting-to-Know-You-Games.docx
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Drama-Warm-Up-Games-and-Activities.docx
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Ideas-for-Art-Activities.docx
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Ideas-for-Outdoor-Games.docx
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Music-and-Parachute-Games.docx
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/social.docx
https://carolgraysocialstories.com/social-stories/
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/resources/special-school-linking/
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/resources/special-school-linking/
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/resources-2/primary-schools-linking-2020-21/
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Shared Learning Experiences:  

There are several shared learning experiences which teachers might like to use, including M6 Theatre plays: When we Started 
Singing and Bird Behaviour; assembly resources, SSE and more,  here . 
  

 

Understanding Autism 
 

This powerful video could help children and adults alike to understand how the world is for an autistic person. This is all part of 
helping us consider the needs of all children before beginning their linking. 

‘I’m not naughty, I’m autistic’ – 
 
 

Creating an Autism Friendly Welcome to a Neutral Venue  

To the foot of the Special Schools Linking resources page of the website, we share a video created by M6 Theatre, who provide the 
Neutral Venue Visit for Rochdale Schools Linking classes. It was created following advice on creating an Autism Friendly welcome 
and the ideas here can be used by other venues who host linking 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/resources-2/primary-schools-linking-2020-21/schools-linking-2020-2021/shared-learning-experiences/
https://mashable.com/2016/04/02/autism-video-boy-uk/?europe=true
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/resources-for-mainstream-special-linking/
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LINKING TEACHER CONTACT DETAILS   
 

School  

Year group  

Teacher name  

Other staff Involved with class   

Names of other teachers in year group  

(if 2 form or 3 form entry) 
 

Headteacher name   

Name of member of SLT for Linking  

(This may be the head)  
 

School Phone Number  

School Address  

Teacher Mobile (optional)  

School Office Email (essential)  

Teacher Email (essential)  

Number of classes in your year group  

Linking Class Name  Any other class names in the year group 

No. pupils in class  No. Male  No. Female  

Any Curriculum Themes for the year to 

help with shared planning 
 

Curriculum Areas where linking work can 

take place  

(e.g. English, PSHE, RE, Art, Geography, IT) 

 

School Day Timings   

Speak about demographics of your class.  

Speak about any additional needs of 

pupils in the class.  

Note anything you agree to put in place 

 

 
 

These details are for colleagues arranging linking – please work within GDPR policies in your school and only use this information for 

the purposes of linking 
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SCHOOLS LINKING CONTACT INFORMATION 

Local Linking Contacts 

Local contact details:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Linking Contacts  

Linda Cowie, Mob: 07969 720150, Email: linda.cowie@thelinkingnetwork.org.uk 

Meg Henry, Mob: 07814 213935, Email: meg.henry@thelinkingnetwork.org.uk 

 

Website 

There are over 100 primary classroom resources to support you to lead schools linking with your class on the website 

www.thelinkingnetwork.org.uk. The resources include lesson plans, lesson handouts, PowerPoints, assemblies, display materials, 

family engagement activities, songs, template letters and home learning resources. All the resources are free to access due to the 

generosity of our funders. To access these, visit our website and expand the ‘Resources ’dropdown menu. If you need help to find 

any resources on the website, contact: info@thelinkingnetwork.org.uk     

 

Facebook  

Join our Facebook group for teachers - search for ‘Schools Linking’. Post a question for 

quick help.  https://www.facebook.com/groups/526988531056352 

We also have a Facebook Page for families 

https://www.facebook.com/LinkingNetworkFamilyLearning 

 

Twitter  

Follow us on twitter @Linking_Network. Use #schoolslinking and tag us in to share your work.  

 

Part of a Network  

Support for Schools Linking is provided by the Pears Foundation, MHCLG and DfE as well as Local Authorities and Charities who 

invest in the work as they believe it makes a difference. Through this, children and young people are given rich opportunities to 

connect and learn with others they would otherwise not meet. Headteachers and school leadership teams prioritise this as part of 

their curriculum offer. All this work is made possible because of the commitment, energy and leadership of hundreds of teachers.   

  

http://www.thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/526988531056352
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