
How do we all live well together?  

The aim of this session is to allow pupils to reflect on how do we all live well together.  
 
Hopefully, it will allow pupils to explore and reflect:  
 

• What is meant by diversity?  

• The importance of equality 

• The Equality Act 

• Realistic steps that we can all take to get along in school and beyond 
 
It is meant to be an optimistic session that should also allow pupils to reflect on positive ways 
forward. 
 
As part of this session, there are opportunities for dialogue, short video clips, silent debate activity 
and an opportunity to create a ‘post-it’ tapestry 
 
We are holding a Schools Linking Celebration Week Monday 13th June to Friday 17th June. 
The theme of the week is How do we all live well together?  
If you tweet, please tag us in @Linking_Network and use the hashtag #schoolslinking. We would 
really appreciate any of your pupils’ work that you might be able to share with us.  
 

OPTIONAL SLIDE  You may wish to share the Guidelines for Dialogue  
 
These are some guidelines that some people have found helpful to follow when they are talking 
about issues and their ideas that help keep the conversation constructive. These ideas can help us 
find ways to have kinder and more respectful conversations with those who have different opinions 
to our own and this matters. 
 
Starter Activity 
 
Reflect on the quote: We all should know that diversity makes for a rich tapestry, and we must 
understand that all the threads of the tapestry are equal in value no matter what their colour. 
Maya Angelou 
 
This quote was by Maya Angelou, she was a celebrated American poet and civil rights activist. 
(Students may not know what a civil rights activist is- she spent much of her life supporting equal 
opportunity for members of minority groups through her work). 
 
Pupils are to be asked: What does this quote mean to you? Jot down your immediate thoughts.  
 
Activity Two 
 
Let’s unpick this word… Diversity is the practice of including everyone or involving everyone. 
(Teacher note: The word diversity can be misinterpreted. Teacher may not be aware of this. For 
example, diversity can often be used incorrectly infer to people who may not be white, or not-
straight or not-able bodied etc. It can also be seen to mean those who may not be normal or not 
like us). 
 
The quote tells us that diversity makes for rich tapestry. That is an interesting phrase, and it can be 
used in different ways. But here Maya Angelou is talking about a rich tapestry in the sense of a 
beautiful mixture: When I think of rich tapestry in this sense, I think of an image that has many 
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separate shapes, colours and patterns, which come together to form a whole. We are going to make 
a very simple tapestry today too…more on this later. 
 
Before we unpick ‘equal in value’…pupils can have a quick think of ways in which their school 
expresses the importance of equality. Some ideas that pupils may think of (overpage): 
 
No Bullying 
Rules about importance of respect 
Everyone having access to an education 
Uniform 
 
Activity Three 
 
Pupils to be briefly told/ reminded about the Equality Act and its importance. The Equality Act 
became law in 2010. It covers everyone in Britain and protects people from discrimination, 
harassment, and victimisation. Everyone in Britain is protected. This is because the Equality Act 
protects people against discrimination because of the protected characteristics that we all have. 
Under the Equality Act, there are nine protected characteristics. 
 
Unpick the meaning of these words: discrimination, harassment, and victimisation. What do you 
think they mean? Can you give examples?  
 
Can pupils name any of the 9 protected characteristics?  
 
age 
disability 
gender reassignment 
marriage and civil partnership 
pregnancy and maternity 
race 
religion or belief 
sex 
sexual orientation 
 
Teacher to remind pupils that regardless our race, our backgrounds, gender, what we believe or 
don’t believe…we all have value. That seems like an obvious statement to make but unfortunately, 
we live in a world where sometimes it needs to be said. Our school rules and our laws in this country 
also emphasise this. 
 
Activity Four 
 
The first step towards living well together is to appreciate the value of diversity and the importance 
of equality. Show the short video clip. Depending on the ability of the group, you may wish to reflect 
on the video using the following questions:  
 
What message is this video trying to get across?  
What do you think is meant by the phrases used; ‘Humanity is plural, not singular’ and ‘We are 
made of everyone’ 
Do you agree that differences should not just be celebrated but are essential? Give reasons for your 
answer.  
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This video has been edited from an Apple advert on inclusion and diversity. Source: 
https://www.apple.com/diversity/ 
 
 
 
 
Activity Five 
 
What are the next steps? Ask pupils if they can think of practical steps that would work in our school, 
to help people to all get along together? Please remember that we should not name anyone or 
share anything which is directed at any one person or group of people who can be easily identified. 
Teachers may want to share the guidelines for dialogue with pupils once again as a reminder of how 
we can have kinder and more constructive conversations. This is on Slide 2.  
 
Now ask the pupils to Think, Pair and Share ideas with those sat next to them. Key questions to 
consider:  
 
Are there any ideas that you have in common?  
Can you agree on your 3 most important ideas?  
 
Activity Six 
 
Silent Debate Activity: Teacher to write the questions below on a sheet of a large piece of display 
paper, you may need more than one paper for each question, (if you have a large group). Ask pupils 
to add to the display paper, any immediate thoughts they have, they can also respond to other 
pupil’s thoughts and ideas.  
 
The questions could be:  
 
What are the practical steps that we can take to live well together with people from all backgrounds 
in school?  
How do we live well together with different people beyond our school gates?  
(If you are a linking school- The Teacher can take a picture of each sheet of paper and send it to 
their link school or class,  so that they can share their thoughts and ideas to reflect on at a later 
date). 
 
Activity Seven- Creating a Post-It Tapestry 
 
Pupils can collate the ideas that they find most compelling and write them down neatly on a piece 
of different coloured post-its/ card/ paper. Hopefully, this should make an interesting display and a 
plenary on all the key ideas. If you are able to combine ideas across a number of classes or a year 
group, that would make a great display for the school corridors). 
 
(If you are a linking school- The Teacher can take a picture of their display so that their link school 
or class have a smaller print version to put on the wall with their own display). 
 
Optional Activity- Padlet 
 
We are really keen to gather students’ thoughts on this issue, hence we are providing a padlet.  
 

https://www.apple.com/diversity/
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Teachers may wish to submit student responses themselves onto this padlet. Alternatively, if pupils 
have access to a tablet or mobile device in lessons, they can scan the QR code and submit their 
responses. Submissions are anonymous and we moderate them before approving them: 
https://padlet.com/azamali2/6dg0ohdevp5c26yv 
Padlet is like a digital noticeboard and a great interactive way of sharing information across different 
schools and classes. 
 

PSHE Strands:  
 
KS3 
R39. the impact of stereotyping, prejudice and discrimination on individuals and relationships 
R41. the need to promote inclusion and challenge discrimination, and how to do so safely 
 
KS5 
R2. to recognise and challenge prejudice and discrimination and understand rights and 
responsibilities with regards to inclusion 

Citizenship strands: 
 
KS3 
the precious liberties enjoyed by the citizens of the United Kingdom 
KS4 
-the different ways in which a citizen can contribute to the improvement of his or her community, 
to include the opportunity to participate actively in community volunteering, as well as other forms 
of responsible activity. 
 

 


